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Course Description

In this course, upper level ESL students will improve their writing through editing. They will also engage in extended reading which will provide a context for writing.

Course Objectives

This course will:

· develop students’ ability to apply previously learned grammar structures to writing.

· teach a variety of sentence types;

· develop writing process skills;

· teach editing skills;

· develop reading skills;

· develop vocabulary and dictionary skills;

· tour the CCC library. 
Student Learning Outcomes

Upon successful completion of this course, the students will be able to:

Reading Skills

· identify and discuss plot, setting, theme, and characters in literature;

· demonstrate comprehension of vocabulary words in context;

· identify cohesive devices in text;

· relate various reading passages to their own lives;

· maintain a reading response log;

· use a dictionary.

Writing Skills

· use pre-writing activities to develop ideas for writing, including brainstorming, and surveys; 

· learn a system for finding and correcting one’s own errors;

· use editing strategies to self-correct errors, including grammar, capitalization and punctuation;

· produce and use a variety of simple, compound, and complex sentences;

· use transition terms and logical connectors appropriately;

· choose appropriate words to develop richness of expression.

Decision Making Skills

· identify and correct one’s own errors

· choose an appropriate topic for a writing task.

Interpersonal Skills

· work cooperatively with others;

· critically read the writing of others and comment appropriately;

· participate in in-class discussions;

· restate the ideas and opinions of others;

· ask others for advice and opinion regarding written work.

Lifelong Learning Skills

· relate previously-learned knowledge to current topic;

· organize information;

· identify own strengths and weaknesses in writing;

· develop strategies to self-correct and revise text;

· use charts to record errors and progress.

Length of Course:
66 hours/term

Grading Criteria:
Pass/No pass

Completion 

Assessment:
Students will pass the class with an average score of 75% on all progress checks.  Students will demonstrate gains in the areas of word choice, grammar and sentence structure, capitalization, and punctuation based on results of pre- and post writing samples.

Prerequisites:
Successful completion of Intermediate Reading/Writing or CASAS FWA score of 3 and Student Performance Level (SPL) 5 as measured by the BEST Plus

Required Texts:
Better  Writing Through Editing, by Peterson and Hagen


Midnight at the Dragon Café, by Bates



Materials Used:
Books, teacher-made handouts, whiteboard, overhead projector and/or smart classroom

Methods Used:
In and out of class reading and writing assignments, cooperative learning activities, lectures, sustained silent reading 

Progress Checks:
Writing assignments, unit exams, final exam

Major Topic Outline

Reading skills


understanding content


plot


theme


setting


characterization



genre


fiction/ non-fiction

Vocabulary building/Language study

vocabulary in context

cohesive devices 

dictionary skills

metaphoric language

Reading strategies

previewing

predicting

skimming

Post-reading activities

summarizing

responding

Writing


sentence level


simple, compound, and complex sentences

use a variety of sentence structures




pre-writing skills


brainstorming


surveys


editing strategies


self-correction and revising strategies



unclear sentences



fragments, run-ons, comma splices



verb tense/ form



missing verbs



singular/plural



subject verb agreement



noun/ pronoun agreement



word choice, form, and order 



prepositions



articles



punctuation



capitalization


peer editing 

